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U muſt ſee from the - a 
Votes, which J have taken care 
|} ſhould be conſtantly ſent you; 
the Reſolutions of the Houſe of 
Commons for railing the publick 
= Supply. The Seſſion was uſher'd 
in with a moſt. gracious Speech from the 
Throne, which very largely explained the Wiſ- 
dom, and the happy Succeſs of His Majeſty's 
- Meaſures in ſettling the Peace of Europe. ( 
ter having thus amicably adjuſted all our Inte- 
reſts abroad, we had reaſon to expect the good 
Influence of ſuch a Situation on all our Affairs 
at home. We ſaw, before the Parliament aſſem- 
bled, a great Reduction of Expence by DISCHARG= 
ING the Troops of other Princes kept up in 
the Pay of Great Britain. From this Beginning 
we promiſed ourſelves Relief from various Bur- 
dens, which publick Misfortunes and publick 
Neceſſity had ſo long obliged us to bear. 
'Theſe Sentiments I found. to prevail in the 
Country; and theſe, oz my own part, I brought 
along with me to Parliament. It is, Sir, from 
hence, that the Eaſe of the landed Intereſt be- 
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came ſo agreeable to me. I was glad to hear fo 
popular a Motion from the Gentlemen who are at 
preſent in Power. It is with the higheſt Satiſ- 
faction of Mind that I now inform you, that 
they had my Concurrence. I account it an 
Honour to myſelf, as well as an Act of Juſtice 
to my Country, that I concurred with the 
Majority on this Occaſion; and voted, That 
the LAND Tax for the Service of the current 
Dear ſhould be no more than ONE SHILLING 
in the Pound. 


I flatter myſelf, that every one who gave his 
Vote, or declared his Opinion for or againſt 
this Queſtion, acted with ſo true a Heart, and 
with ſo good an Intention, that no Apologies 
can be wanted on any Side. But I am not in- 
ſenſible what Arts are uſed to miſrepreſent all 
publick Tranſactions; beſides, I muſt always 
acknowledge your Right ro know the Reaſons 
of every Vote which diſpoſes of your Proper- 
ty; nor ſhall I ever deny that I am accountable 
to the meaneſt of my Electors: I therefore hold 
myſelf obliged to explain this Queſtion to them 
in the largeſt manner. A Task which I under- 
take with the greater Chearfulneſs; ſince I am 
fo perfectly fatisfied with uy Vote in this Caſe, 
that on the Merits of this Queſtion, I am con- 
tent to flake my Hopes of your future Fayour, and 
all my Intereſt in the neut Election. | 


The Propoſition took its Riſe from the Mo- 
tion of an Honourable Perſon in the Adminiſtra- 
tion, who diſtinguiſhed himſelf a powerful 
Advocate for the Landed Intereſt. Being Firſt 
in the Management of the publick Revenue, it 

| 3 princi- 


I 
principally belonged to him to propoſe the ne- 
ceſſary Proviſions for the Service of the current 
Year. There was, when he made this Propo- 
fition, a Million to be raiſed in Aid of the Sup- 
ply voted. This Sum, Sir, was eaſy to be 
_ raiſed by the uſual Method of laying Two Shillings 

in the Pound on all the Lands of England; the 
Land Tax at that Rate being always valued at 
a Million. And had the Honourable Perſon mo- 
ved this Rate of Two: Shillings in the Pound, 
it would have been voted immediately; it would 
not have drawn on any Debates, nor have end- 
ed in any Diviſion. Inſtead of a long Struggle 
for two Days together; inſtead of a very te- 
dious Conteſt for many Hours each Day, the 
whole Sum of One Million Sterling might have 
been obtained in a Quarter of an Hour. But 
he thought this particular Eaſe to himſelf oughr 
never to ſtand in Competition with the general 
Eaſe of his Countrymen; and was therefore 
content, with great Chearfulneſs, thus to fore- 
go his own Quiet and Repoſe, that You, the 
Freebolders of this Kingdom, might ſhare that 
Indulgence, ſo juſtly due to thoſe who have for 


ſo many Years ſuſtained the grievous Weight 
of a Land Tax. 


He promiſed himſelf, from the great Atten- 
dance which he obſerved on this Occaſion, that 
there was a general Expectation in Favour of 
the Landed Intereſt. In this Inſtance he thought 

it a peculiar Honour to himſelf, that he was 
pleading for the Land, an Advocate for 400 
the Freeholders of Great Britain. He reflected, 
that the Freeholders were thoſe, whom, by the 
Law and Conſtitutions of Parliament, not only 


the 


- 
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the Knights of the Shires, but alſo every Mem- 
ber was ſuppoſed pony to repreſent : That 


LAND was the Qualification of every Mem- 


ber, without which he could not fit or vote in 


that Houſe; that this Qualification was provi- 
ded with a particular View of Advantage to 
the Freebolders; fince every Member being 
obliged to hold a conſiderable Part of his Pro- 
perty in Land, would thereby feel the Burthens, 
and know the Grievances of the Landed Inte- 
reft; would likewiſe have the ſtronger Motives 
to redreſs their Complaints, and to indulge their 
Intereſts, whenever they came under publick 
Conſideration. He farther conſidered, that 


the Staple Commodities of the Kingdom had al- 


ways been ſuch as were the Produce of the Land; 
had always been favoured on that account by 
the Repreſentatives of the People; and that 
now the Queſtion before them was, YYhether 
they ſhould, or ſhould not, eaſe the Land Owners 
of England. angry 


To eaſe the Land, he thought was a moſt 


deſirable Precedent. One Inſtance of Eaſe to 


the Freeholders, would lay the Foundation, and 


pon the Beginning of a great Work, which 


eretofore was always thought impracticable, 
and never had till then been attempted. If the 
publick Neceſſities ſhould hereafter require this 
Tax to be again repeated, though he hoped, 
and truſted that it would be very long before 
ſuch Neceſſities ſhould ariſe; yet it was but juſt 


that till this became ab/olutely neceſſary, the 


Freeholders ſhould have Eaſe. Being eaſed in 

Times of Peace, they would have the greater 

Encouragement, they would be induced with 
ae greater 


8 


Teater Chearfulneſs to ſupport the Publick 


whenever we are threatned with War. 


This Precedent was the more. deſirable, 
becauſe it was offered by the Court, and aroſe at 
the Motion of the Miniſters. If accepted in this 
Inſtance, it might be again repeated; in all Pro- 
bability it would. No Man who heard him 
ſpeak, and conſidered how long this Parliament 
had continued, as alſo how ſoon they muſt pro- 
ceed to a new Election; no Man could imagine 
that he ſhould be inclined to load the Freehol- 
ders at any time if it might be avoided ; but if 
this was not accepted now, he knew nor 
when it might be attempted again. He be- 
lieved this Attempt, if not accepted at-this 
time, muſt be final, fince no Opportunity 
could be well expected wherein this Propoſition 
could be made with more Advantage; and fince 
ſo great a Niſcouragement, as a Negative put on 
tbe preſent Queſtion, would deter himſelf, and, 


e feared, all other Miniſters from propoſing ir 
ercafter. 


Of all Taxes, he rightly judged that the 
Land Tax was the moff unequal. He did not 
make this Obſervation from the Inequality of 
laying and paying it, but becauſe it was paid by 
the Land Oumers only, who bore no proportion 
to the Body of the People; by which means 
reat Sums of Money were raiſed on a few Men 
for the Benefit of many; than which nothing 
could be more unequal. He pecrLared in the 
ſtrongeſt Terms, that as to the Manner of lain 
and paying this Tax, however unequally it h 
been raiſed on different Parts of the Kingdom; 


yet 


(#3 

et any Alteration in this caſe, was what he 

ould never propoſe or attempt: It was too 
much for him to venture upon; it was a moſt 
impracticable Work, and he believed that no 
Man would ever enter upon it, as he was ſure 
on his own part that he never ſhould. An 
Abatement of the Land Tax was therefore in his 
Opinion, the only Eaſe which could be giyen 
to the Freeholders. They had paid this Tax 
without Intermiſſion for the ſpace of forty 
Years. It had become a Rent Charge upon their 
Lands. Even if it was but ſometimes abated in 
this manner; yet that an alternate Eaſe would 
be a very promiſing Relief to the landed Men : 
It would give them juſt Expectations of a 
total Diſcharge in times to come: And this 
being but the Beginning, would lead the way 
to future Attempts of this nature; but if re- 
jected, could hardly ever again be propoſed; 
and therefore from the Determination” of that 
Day, it would be known and declared, Fhether 
a Land Tax of at leaſt Two Shillivgs in the 
Pound was to become a perpetual RENT CHARGE 
on all the Lands of England. 4 | 


f then the Land Tax ſhould be abated, or 
in any degree taken off, another Fund muſt be 
propoſed, and ſubſtituted in the Room of it, 
fince the Supply given for the Service of the 
Publick muſt be made good; and if the Land, 
which uſed to raiſe the Supply, be ſpared, ſome 
other part of Property muſt be charged, on 
which the Burthen will more equally be laid, and 
more eaſily be raiſed, To this End the Honour- 
able Perſon in the Adminiſtration propoſed the 
DurT1zs on SALT, as they had been given by | 
4 0105 ule Meer 
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ſeveral Acts of Parliament in the Reign of King 
Milliam the Third, and taken off about two 
Years ago. From theſe Duties he propos'd 
to raiſe Fre Hundred Thouſand Pounds in leſs 
than the ſpace of three Tears: And this 
being the Foundation of that great Work, 
which was now to be commenced in eaſe of the 
Landed Intereft, this was necefſarily to be 
made the firſt Refolution of that Day: After 
which, when this ſhould be reſolved, the Ho- 
nourable Perſon declared, he would then do him- 
ſelf the Honour to move in Conſequence of it, 
that one SHILLING IN THE Pound, and 20 
more, be laid on the Land for the Service of the 


current Year. 


.. You may, Sir, perhaps be ſurprized, that 

Propoſitions ſo viſibly calculated for the com- 
non Eaſe and Benefit-of the People of England; 

ould ever admit of any Altercation: Vet this 
muſt ever be expected in Publick Affairs, all 
Communities being com ounded of various In- 
rereſts, which often interfere and claſh with 
each other. It was very juſtly obſerved by the 

Honourable Perſon, t hab there will ever be Ob- 

jections to al Taxes by thoſe who pay them. 
And it is as true, that every unequal Tax, how- 

ever it may be a of by thoſe who' 

bear it, will be moſt approved by thoſe who; 

tre leaff affected by it. The moſt univerfat 
Benefit to Mankind will be oppoſed by th6fe 

who have private Advantages ariſing from the 

publick Inconvenience. You muſt have frequent 

Inftances of this in all the Counties of Enpland. 

' You have ſcen Oppoſition made to Atteryprs 
2 improving the Navigation of Ribes, the 
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Building of Bridges, encloſing of Commons, or im- 
proving of waſte Lands; and we who live in the 
Cities of London and Weſtminſter, have ſeen Op- 
poſition made even to the Methods of laying 
Water into our Houſes for the common Neceſ- 
ſities of Life. The New River when it was 


_ firſt brought to London, occaſioned a mighty 


Clamour among all who had a private Intereſt. 
againſt the publick Advantage. All whoſe In- 
tereſt it was that we ſhould pay dear for our 
Water, were againit any Methods to make it 
cheap. And the Journals of Parliament ſnew 


us Petitions in that Inſtance againſt bringing of 


Water to London by Pipes; becauſe thoſe whoſe 
Buſineſs it was 10 bring it to our Houſes in Veſſels, 
would hold that Employment no longer. 


Thus it is in the Competition between the 
Salt Duties, and the Land Tax. Though the Salt 
Duty be ever ſo equal and eaſy, or the Land 
Tax ever ſo heavy. and diſproportionate z yet thoſe 
who feel the Duties on Salt, and cannot be 
charged to the Tax upon Land, would un- 
doubtedly rather chuſe that the Land ſhould 
pay a moſt grievous unequal Tax, than that the 
Salt ſhould pay any Duty at all. This Paſſion, 
which almoſt every Man hath to ſhift the Load 
from his own Back, and lay the heavieſt Weight 
entirely on his Neighbours Shoulders, when, if 
he bore an equal Part with his Neighbour, 
both might bear it with great Eaſe and Con- 
yenience: It is this Paſſion, Sir, that makes 
too many averſe to an Act of Eaſe in favour of 
Land. It makes them not only fierce Oppo- 
nents themſelves to any ſuch Indulgence, hov7- 
ever jult or well deſerved; but it likewile 1 — 
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after them into the ſame Oppoſition, all who 
depend on their Votes, or their Intereſt; all 
who owe Elections to their former Influence, 


and muſt again reſort to the ſame Aſſiſtance. 


Add to this, that in every Inſtance of Re- 
lief given to the Publick by an Adminiſtration, 
it will ever be oppoſed, becauſe it is envied. 
Thoſe who intenſely hate a Miniſter, and in- 
ceſſantly labour to byaſs the Populace againſt 
him, ſuch Men are ſure ro grudge that Glory 
which he acquires by ea/ing the People. It is 
never for the Intereit of ambitions Men out of 
Power that the Miniſters ſhould do popular 
Actions; it is their higheſt Intereſt to defeat 
them and to diſcredit them; and in Truth, Sir, 
I muſt confeſs my Opinion of the preſent Con- 
teſt to be, that it was chiefly a Struggle, Yhe- 
ther the Adminiſtration ſhould have the Honour of 
eaſing the Landed Men, and by relieving the 
Burthens, ſecure the AﬀeCtions of the People of 
England? | | 


Apain, Sir, as we are never to conclude a- 
gainſt any Propoſition, becauſe it is violently 
oppoſed, neither are we to bear too hard in our 
Cenſures of all who concur with the Oppoſi- 
tion; for it is the Glory of Truth to bear the 
ſtricteſt Trial, and it is the Right of Engliſomen 
to make the ſevereſt Enquiries. Neither is it 
poſſible that popular Aſſemblies ſhould be with- 
out Diviſions of Opinions, even tho' it were 
poſſible to be without a Diviſion of Intereſts; 
for Men have ſuch different Ways of acquir- 
ing Knowledge and forming their Opinions, are 
ſo apt to be led away 2 the Perſuaſion of * 

- u 
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ful Men, and byaſſed by the Sentiments of their 
Friends, thoſe whom they love or eſteem, and 
daily converſe with, that even with the belt 
good Views and trueſt Hearts, many will ſome- 
times unhappily appear in Oppoſition againſt 
the plaineſt and greateſt Point of Eats not 

iv 


ſenſible of their Miſtake, nor apprehenſive of 
its ill Effects: We muſt therefore judge of thoſe 
Men who differ from our Opinions, as we 
would be conſidered our ſelves, with the ut 
moſt Candor and fair Conſtructions. 11 0 


We are, Sir, rather obliged to the Gentle- 
men who ſo warmly oppoſed this Relief to the 
Land, than we can be ſaid to have any Com- 
plaints againſt them; for beſides the Humani- 
ty which always forbids us to cenſure anſucceſs- 
ful Men, and the Compaſſion which powerful- 
ly pleads for the Vanquiſbed, we ftand indebted 
to them for the various Lights in which we 
now ſee the great Advantages of this Eaſe to 
the Landed Intereſt; Lights which had never 
been opened to us, had it not been for the 
ſtrong Oppoſition which appeared: And there- 
fore with me it is a Queſtion, whether we are 
molt obliged to thoſe who had ſo good Capaci- 
ties, and took ſo much Pains to explain this At- 
fair; or to thoſe whoſe Perſeverance in Coutra- 
diftion gave them ſuch ample Occaſion to ex- 
plain it? 


Great Advantage was taken from the Charge 
of collecting this Salt Duty: And to obviate 
This, it will be neceſſary to ſtate this Revenue, 
as it was done with great Clearneſs and Ex- 
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actneſs by the Honourable Rus in the Admini- 
ſtration. 


The Gross Cuarce of this Duty is diffe- 
rent from the GROSS PRopuce. There is more 
charged to the Revenue than is paid to it: And 
this Will be explained by conſidering how it is 
charged and diſcharged; how the Charge which 


exceeds the Produce happens to be created, and 
how it is cance/led. 


The Gnoss CHARGE, Commu-Y' 
nibus Annis, was about — — — 1 
Out of which Groſs Amount, here 
were many Allowances and Draw - 
backs to the Dealers in Salt and 
Fiſb; no Part of which a 
upon the Subject. 


DiscounT on PROM fr Pay- 
MENT, Was Three Pence per Buſhel # 
on White Salt, Four Pence per 
Buſhel on Rock Salt, and Four Pence 
on Foreign'Salt, carried #wenty Miles\, 

* Sea, from Port to Port 


N roR WasTE oN 
SALT carried Coaſtwiſe, was an 
Abatement of Three Pence per Buſhel 
on all White Salt, and Three Half; 11,000 
pence per Buſnhel on Rock Salt car- ; 


ried twenty Miles by Sea, from Port 
to Port %%% O”""- "Oe ng 
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Sarr ExeorTED. All Salt was, 
charged with the Duties when de- 
livered from the Works (nor when 
made, but when ſold and deliver-] : 


1 


ed.) But ſor the Encouragement of 
the Traders in Salt, the Exporter 
entred into Bond to pay the Duty; 
which Bond was cancelled upon 

Debenture made out, veri 
Salt to have been export 


SALT LosT AT SEA. Salt for. © 
which the Duties had been paid, if 33 


afterwards loſt at Sea, the Merchant 
upon Proof of the Loſs, was al- 
lowed to buy the like Quantity 


Rock SaLr MEL TED. Noc 
Salt was charged with the Duty at 
the Pits; and when melted and 


made into white Salt, ſuch white] 
Salt was alſo charged with the 
Duty; but the Refiner or Maker 


had an Allowance or Abatement out 


of ſuch Charge, for ſo many Buſhels | 


of Rock Salt for which the Duty 


had been paid, as he had melted} 


a 
by | 
ag the 
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2. 120,000 
1,500 

U 3 

1 

*. 3 6,000 


down and made uſe of in making 


— 2 


white Salt ee ee 


f 
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SALT Durx FREE FoR THEY _ + 
_FisHERY. Curers of Fiſhſj _ 
paid no Duty, neither did they} f 
give Bonds for what Salt they, ; 
. uſed in Curing, Fiſh; but the „. 
Quantities which they took up >. 1,000 
3 for that purpoſe, were charged 
in the Accounts of the Office, 
and diſcharged upon due Proof 
given that the Salt had been 
uſed in Curing of Fiſh- 
SALTED: BEE AND Bonny 
Ex OR TED. This is a Draw- 
back of Five Pence per Barrel, 


_ 
* 


* 


A 


being in lieu of the Duty paidcſ wy 7. 
. for gy Salt uſed in Curing | ont v 
ſuch Beef or Pork, of : 


Total of Deductions Kon oe” | F 
GROSS CHARGE —.—.— <2 8 

So, that the GRoss PRoDUCE of this” 2 3 
Tax paid by the Subject was 30 350 


Charge of eee to *. ded ultedre — 2 25,900, 
Nett Produce of the Salt Duty— 20 57, 370 
From which Nett Produce thus ariſing) —— }- 

to the Publick, there mult be de-- 

- duted-the' Sum annually paid to- 
- Merchants, Exporters of Fiſh, for nd mr 
the Premium or Bounty granted by 7 e 
an Act made in the Reign of #h#q © 
late _—_ George I. on the Expo. 
tation of ſeveral Species of Fiſh a7 bowoll 

Nett Sum paid into the Exchequsr )) ; 
on the Credit of whieh; Five hun- 
dred thouſand Pounds is to be now | 
- Failed. — — — IEF ALDER 
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The Sum of 190007. per Anim, mentioned 
in this Account, is a real Charge ſubſiſting, 
though no Duty on home-made Salt ſhould 
- impoſed. It is at this time charged on the 
Duties paid upon foreign Salt Imported ; and 
thoſe amounting to very little, this Bounty is 
made good out of the Od Sabſidy, to the Di- 
minution of the Sinking Fund. Let it then be 
raiſed in which way ſoever the Parliament ſhall 
direct, whether by Cuſtoms or by Exciſe, there 
muſt {till be a Charge of Management at- 
tending it. If it be raifed on the Salt Duty, 
and not on the Old Subfidy, why then the 
Sinking Fund hath the Benefit of it, and the 
' Diſcharge of the National Debt is advanced 
many Thouſands per mum. This therefore 
diſtinguiſhes the Charge of Management; and 
we muſt allow a due Proportion of the 27000 J. 
as well to the Sam paid in Bounties to the Ex- 
porters of Fiſh, as to the Sum defired for the Ser- 
vice of the turrent Near; for theſe two Sums 
Jointly confitute the Ntrr PrRopuce, though 
they are diſtinctly appropriated. 


| T enn 

The Nett Sum paid into the Exchequet, if due 
Allo wances are made, (as others beſides this which 
we have juſt mentioned ought to be made) will not 
be found to coſt the Publick in raiſing; above 
Twenty Two Thouſand Pounds ger Amum. Fhe Sum 
of Five Hundred Thouſand Pounds propoſed to be 
raiſed on this Credit, has almoſt Gees Years 
allowed to raiſe it in. Every Man in common 
Life would rather chuſe three Years: than one 
Year, for the Payment of a Debt. Me would 
even bear an extraordinary Expenee, for the 
Indulgence of extraordinary Fime. The 
Charge of Management on the whole Duty, 
Is is 
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is not above Tex per Cent. And what Gentleman 
in private Life can manage his Eſtate cheaper? 
The Land Tax is indeed collected for leſs, but 
ought by no means to be compared with Du- 
ties of this kind; Aſſeſſments on Lands not re- 
quiring the ſame careful Inſpection, the ſame 
Guard and Attendance, nor being liable to 
Frauds like Cuſtoms or Exciſes: Yet the Land 
Tax coſts the Publick, 135001: per Aunum, by 

parliamentary Allowance and other neceſſary 
Charges of Management. Nay further it 
colts 40007. more. on Account of an Office 
kept in Commiſſion. to ſuperintend ir. And 
thus if the Salt Duties colt 22000]. for the 
Charge of Management, the Land Tax colts 
near 180001. So that where is the vaſt Difference? 


To aggravate this Clamour againſt this 
Charge, loud Complaints have been made of 
Fravps in the Management. But this manner 
of railing the publick Supply is not attended 
-with Frauds. Let any one examine the Ar- 
ticles of the groſs Charge, above the gro/s Pro- 
duce; he will find that there is no Money 
paid or returned, to tempt the Avarice, or 
encourage the Frauds of knaviſh Dealers. The 
whole groſs Amount exceeding the groſs Pro- 
dAuce, is charg'd and diſcharg'd by Entries of 
| Debtor and Creditor, in the Accounts of the 
Office. When Salt is taken up for Expor- 
tation, a Bond is given for the whole Duty 
payable on home Conſumption; and this Duty 
muſt be paid, unleſs a Debenture is brought to 
the Office, ſigned by the King's Officers, who 
muſt have been Eye-witneſſes to the Expor- 
tation of the Salt; upon which the Bond 
given is exchanged for the Debenture. Ir is 
the ſame in other Articles of the Gro/5 Amount. 
ee C eie 


%*, 


[ 18 } 

V here the Duty is charged by Entry in the Of 
fice- Accarnts, it can only be diſcharged upon 
due Atteſtations given, that the Salt hath been 
uſed as is required by Law. 'There is but one 
Draw-back in Money to be found in the whole 
State of the Salt Duty; this is the Draw-back 
allowed the Exporters of ſalted Beef and Pork, 
in lieu of the Duty paid on Salt uſed in curing 
ſuch Proviſions ; and this, which is the only In- 
gance of the Kind, amounts to no more than 
the trifling Sum of One Hundred and Fifty 
Pounds. Where then can there be Frauds, or 
how are they practicable? 

In Truth, whoever looks upon the State of 
this Duty, though he ſhould admit that it is 
raiſed with the utmoſt Strictneſs and Rigor, 
will ſee, from the Nature of it, that it can ne- 
ver pay above Three Shillings and one Penny per 
Buſhel. The ſingle Article of Prompt Pay- 
ment brings it to this Rate; and ſhould we ad- 
mit that there is not that Waſte which is al- 
lowed for by Parliament, yet would an Allow- 
ance even for Waſte that never happens, prove 
a great Benefit to the Inland Trading Touns; 
for as this is only allowed on Salt Water borne 
Coaſt-wiſe, it conſequently muſt enable the 
Dealers in Salt to fell it Three Pence per Buſhel 
cheaper to thoſe Counties which live diſtant 
from Salt Works, and prove an Alleviation of 
the Charge of Carriage; ſo that it muſt make 
the Price of the Commodity more equal all over 
the Kingdom. . 7 


But I will go further with relation to the 
Frauds objected againſt the Management of this 
Duty. If we allow what we know mult be 
:zmpoſſible ;z if we allow the Gro/5 a a- 

ove 


he. FL 8 
above the Groſs Produce, the whole Sum 
releaſed to Curers of Fiſh, &c. being 239,350 /. 
I fay, Sir, if we allow it all to be an entire Fraud, 
though we are certain it cannot be true; yet on 
this large and unbounded Conceſſion to thoſe who 
oppoſe the Queſtion, it would be ſo far from 
proving any thing to our Diſadvantage, that it 
would reduce the Duty charged on the Subject 
to leſs than Sixteen Pence per Buſhel. 


Having thus removed the Charge of Frauds 
in the Management, we ſhall next, Sir, exa- 
mine every Article of Grievance objected to the 
Salt Duties; namely, that it is a Burthen on the 
Manuring of Lands, on the Navigation of Great 
Britain, on the Exportation of Froviſions, and on 


Home Conſumption, eſpecially among the Farmers: 


Not one of which Objections will bear Exami- 
nation. NF Reg 


In the Manuring of Lands, any Quantity of 
_ foul Salt may be had gratis for carrying it off 
from the Pits, and no Duty is ever paid or 

charged, but the Perſon who takes it away to 
manure his Land, having an Officer with him, 
is entitled to uſe it Duty-free. | 


In the Navigation of Great Britain, the Salt 
Duties can hardly be called a Burthen. By 
Accounts from the Victualling Office for three 
Years, of Contracts made for Salt uſed in the 
Service of His Majeſtys Navy, the Charge for 
Ten Thouſand Men appears to have been, at a 
Medium 2600 J. per Annum Extraordinary Ex- 
pence occaſioned by the Duty; which is no 

more then five Shillings per Man, If then the 
* EI | 2 whole 
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whole Navigation carried on by the Merchants of 
Great Britain, be ſuppoſed to employ TH IRT 
'THovsAND Sailors; and more, 1 believe, can- 
not be proved to be in their Service; on my 
own. Part I imagine, and perhaps I could prove 
the Number to be leſs ; Why then the Duty on 
the whole Conſumption of Salt in that Service 
will not exceed 7800 I. In the Proviſion for 
a Ship of 170 Tons for ſix Months, the Duty 


on the uſual Proportion carry'd out is never 


more than Forty Shillings. Vet this hath been 
a Clamour loudly ecchoed, as if Seven or Eight 
Thouſand Pounds per Annum Was a grievous 
Load on the whole Navigation of Great Britain, 
which grew and flouriſhed with this Duty five 
and thirty Years together; notwithſtanding that 


this Duty, of which we have had ſo long Ex- 
perience, and from which we have found no 


Inconvenience, is now repreſented as what muſt 


prove the Ruin of our Navigation, and the 


Deſtruction of our Commerce. 


Men who have never been acquainted with a 
Seafaring Life may be impoſed upon; but 
thole who have known ir, can very well teſtify, 
that Salt Proviſions are not the only Victualling 
of Sailors. In Port they always expend Freſh 
Meat; at Home, and at moſt Places Abroad. 
In Foreign Voyages, Dry'd Fiſh, Flower, Fruit, 
Rice, &c. are great Part of their Victualling. 
In America, Tortoiſe, Cod, and other Sorts of 
Fiſh, are to be conſidered as a Saving to other 
Proviſions. In moſt Voyages made to the We 
Indies, hardly any Salt is ever uſed which pays 
Duty. The Ships employed in that Service go 
to Ireland for Victualling to the Jeſt Indies 

HE | and 
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and when their Proviſions are ſpent, they cure 
ſuffieient Quanrities for the Remainder of their 
Voyages with American Salt. All who trade 
to South and North Carolina, Virginia, Mary- 
land, Penſilvania, New York, New England, 
and Newfoundland, have this Advantage on 
their ſide, that they victual outwards in /reland, 
and homewards in thoſe Colonies. Judge then 
how many Thouſand Sailors muſt be employed 
in the Navigation to our Northern Colonies. All 
theſe cannor pav any thing to the Duties on 
Salt; and this Branch of the Britiſh Naviga- 
tion mult entirely be Duty Free. So that the 
Charge of Duty on Salt Proviſions uſed for the 
Merchants Service, might be proved to coſt 


them leſs than Four Thouſand Pounds per 
Annum. 


Neither is the Salt Duty a Burthen upon the 
Exportation of Proviſions; for there is a Drau- 
back allowed the Exporters, in Lieu of the 
Duty which they have paid. In Caſe too no 
Drawback was allowed them, yet it would not 
occaſion that Difference which we find between 
the Price of Proviſions here, and in Jreland 
from which Kingdom they are exported 
cheaper than from hence. In Jreland they 
have no Land Tax ; and where the Land is not 
Taxed, doubtleſs the Charge of PasTURAGE, 
and the Price of Proviſions, will be leſs in Pro- 
portion. A very conſiderable Reaſon that we 
ſhould eaſe our Lands, if we would have our 
Proviſions cheaper. But there is an eternal 
'Truth in the Cale, which will ever vary the 
Price of Proviſions between us and that King- 
dom. Provifions are dear every where in Pro- 


portion 


[ 22 ] 

portion to the Number of People and all Com- 
modities riſe in their Price according to the De- 
mand for them, or to their Diſtance from a 
Market, It is this that makes Victualling at 
London dearer than at Cork or Waterford. 
It is this likewiſe that makes Y3ualling 
at Newcaſtle almoſt as cheap as in Treland. 
An Acre of Ground 1s the ſame in all Countries 
under the ſame Climate; it will produce the 
ſame Quantity of Corn, or feed the ſame Num- 
ber of Cattle; but both the Corn produced, 
and the Cattle fed, will bear a Price propor- 
tioned to the Number of thoſe who demand 
them; or if they are carried any Diſtance to a 

Market, according to the Charge of carrying 
them thither : So that we fee the Difference of 
Proviſions in their Price ſtands on another Foot- 
ing than that of the Salt Duty. 


This Duty will be no Burthen upon the 
FaRMERSS. Whatever Salt they uſe in making 
up Goods for the Marker, is paid for at the 
Market by the Buyer, and falls where it ought 
to fall, upon the Confumer. Nor in their 
own Families is it heavy; for if it coſts Five 
Shillings per Head at Sea, half the Quantity of 
Salt not being uſed in curing Proviſions for 
Land; why then, if as much Salt Meat was 
uſed at Land as at Sea, the Duty would not 
coſt more than Half a Crown per Man. But 
there never was half the Salt Meat expended 
in any Families at Land, as muſt be uſed at 
Sea; and conſequently Farmers Men cannot pay 
to this Duty more than One Shilling per Head; 
for we know that more than Half the Year 
they live upon the Produce of the Dairy and 


the 
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the Garden. Let me then ſtate it as a Me- 
dium, though I am ſure I ſpeak at the higheſt, 
that there are uſually fxtcens Perſons in a Farm 
of One Hundred Pounds per. Aunum. This will 
not be a Charge of more than Sixteen Shil- 
lings in a Year; fo that in zwo Tears aud three 
Quarters, the whole Charge would be about 
Forty Four Shillings. Now ſuppoſe the Farmer 
to be the Land Owner at the lame Time, wall 
he not ſave from this Abatement of the Land 
Tax, more than this Forty Four Sbillings taken 
from him by the Duty on Salt? Suppole then 
that the Eſtate be rated at the firſt Value, he 
muſt ſave Five Pounds by this Abatement of One 
Shilling. Suppoſe likewiſe that it be rated un- 
der One Shilling in the Pound, whea there is a 
Two Shilling Land Tax; even then he will 
fave Fifty Shillings on his Eſtate by the Abare- 
ment. So that in thoſe Countries where the 
Aſſeſſments were according to the full Value, 

rcat Relief will be given by this Eafe of the 
2 Tax; and where the Aſſeſſments are at 
the loweſt, no new Burthen is impoſed by ex- 
changing this for the Salt Tax. 


Let it likewiſe be conſidered, with Relation 
to'the Lands, that of this Sum raiſed by the 
Salt Duty, many Thouſands per. Annum can- 
not poſſibly affect the Land Owners or the 
Farmers. For the Victualling of the Ten 

Thouſand Sailors in his Majeſtres Service, and 
of the Thirty Thoufand Men in Merchants 
Service, muſt be conſider'd as producing part 
of this Revenue. The Charge of Duty on 
Salt uſed in home Conſumprion, mult therefore 
be leſs in Proportion. 8 

n 
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On this Head I ſhall add what hath appear'd, 
on the beſt Enquiry, with reſpe& to Goods made 
uß in Farms for the Market. A Firkin of But- 
ter, containing 56 Pounds, takes up Four Pounds 
of Salt, the Duty of which is Three Pence: So 
that in Five Pounds of Butter, the Duty is but 
ONE FaRTHNG. One Hundred and Twenty 
Pounds of Cheeſe takes up Fourteen Pounds of 
Saltz fo that in every Three Pounds is ONE 
FarTHING Duty. A Hog of One hundred and 
twenty Pounds Weight requires a Peck of Salt 
for Land, and two Pecks for Sea Service. The 
Duty of Salt will then be One FarTariNG on 


three Pounds of Pork for Land, and one Half- 
penny on the ſame Quantity cured for Sea. Add 


to this, that three hundred Weight of Fleſh is a 
Seaman's Allowance for a Near. Which is a far- 
ther Demonſtration, that the Duty per Man in 


the Sea Service is no more than Five Shillings. 


To en hen how thelf Dantes on Fot aß 


fect the People: Divide the Sum raiſed upon 
all the Inhabitants of England, As they have by 


ſome been rated, at Six, and by others at Tex 
Millions, I will take the Medium of Eight Mil- 


lions, though I might fairly go higher. Why 
then, Sir, 205,35fol. diſtribured among Eight 
Millions of Perſons will not amount to more 
than Six Pence per Man. And if we could ſup- 


poſe that one Man with another paid Two $hi/- 
lings and Six Pence per Head in a Year, as ſome 


have ſuggeſted, the Duties muſt every Year 


produce as much as a 7wo Shilling Land Tax. 


- You have now, Sir, ſeen that the 8A L. r 


Dor v is no Burthen upon the People of Eng- 


land 
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and, whether we confider the Merchant or 
the Farmer, the manuring of Land, or the 
curing of Fiſh, the Price of Proviſions in our 
Home Conſumption, or in our Exportations. It 

is an equal and a reaſonable Tax, paid only 
in ſuch Proportions, as every Man muſt ſhare, - 
and every Man can afford. It hath not one 
Objection in the World againſt it that bears 
the leaſt Weight, but the Charge of Manage- 
ment. Now becauſe the Land Tax is collect- 
ed for about Four Thouſand Pounds (or if it were 
even Forty Thouſand Pounds) leſs than the Da- 
ty propoſed, would you, or would any reaſona- 
ble Judge prefer the former, ſhould you find it 
to be the moſt unequal, grievous and oppreſſive 
Tax that ever was raiſed on a ſuffering People, 
through the Neceſſities of their Affairs??? 


The far greater part of diſintereſted and diſ- 
paſſionate Men, ſaw abundant Reaſon to accept 
this Propoſition, of Reducing the Land Tax 0 
One Shilling in the Pound, from this ſingle 
Conſideration, that it had never been done es 
fince the Lands were firſt aſſeſſed. Within theſe 
Forty Years the Land hath been taxed without 
Intermiſſion. Firſt, it was taxed in the ſha 
of Monthly Aſſeſſments, before any Yearly Rates 
were regularly impoſed. After which there 
were 17 Aids of Four Shillings, 11 of Three, 
and 12 of Two Shillings in the Pound. On the 
whole, Sir, the Land hath paid at the faireſt 
Computation, SixTy Five Millions within 
theſe laſt Forty Years, which though it was 
raiſed on a Property of more than Six Hundred 
and Fifty Millions, for ſo much muſt the Rents 
of ſo many Years amount to; yet it was an 


im- 
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immenſe Sum: And whilſt we reflect on this 


vaſt Expence to preſerve our deareſt Rights, 
we ſhall always I hope proportionably deteſt 


that raging Tyranny, and enormous Oppreſſion 
againſt whoſe devouring Progreſs we could not 
make a Stand with Jeſs Expence, or ſave ourſelves 
on eaſier Terms, from Deſtruction. 


The Land Tax was originally aſſeſſed accord- 
ing to ſuch Valuations as the Land Owners them 
ſelves thought good to rate their Eſtates at; and 
hence it became eſtabliſhed differently, accord- 
ing to the Diſpoſitions of the ſeveral Counties, 


in favour of the ſtanding Government. This 
hath been the conſtant Manner of raiſing it, 
and this Manner will admit of no Alteration. 
The Tax raiſed by this Means, hath been a ſure 
Fund to ſupply the Neceſſities of the Publick 
in its greateſt Diſtreſs. When the Heat of Fo- 
reign Wars, and the Decay of our Trading In- 
tereſt were moſt grievous to us, the Land ſu- 
ſtained the Weight of our Charge; the Supply 
was Certain here, though every where elſe ir 
became Deficient. When every Branch of our 
Revenue was leſſened with our Commerce, the 
Land paid ſtill the fame Aſſeſſments without In- 
termiſſion, with no Abatement or Eaſe under 
Two Shillings in the Pound. And therefore tothe 


Eaſe of the Land in Times of Peace, all our At- 


tention is due, becauſe our laſt Reſource muſt 


be to the Land whenever we are obliged 70 
bazard a War. Ts, 


It is the Felicity of His Majeſty's Reign, 
that under his auſpicious Influence the Peace of 
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Europe hath been reſtored, and, we truſt, eſta 
bliſhed on laſting Foundations. His moſt gra- 
cious Speech from the Throne, in the opening 
of this Seſſion, hath amply enlarged on the 
great Advantages of our preſent Situation; and 
thereby raiſed the Expectations of his People, 
that they ſhall find immediate Eaſe and Benefit 
from this univerſal Tranquility. The Acceſſion 
of the States General to his Majeſty's Treaties, 
hath compleated whatever we withed,or thought 
wanting to ſecure the prefent Repoſe of the 
World. When every thing Abroad hath thus 
ſucceeded to our utmoſt Wiſhes; when we can 
no longer juſtify Delays tocaſe the People, from 
any viſible Uncertainty of our Affairs; ſhall we 
do nothing to convince the People that we have 
a Peace, but merely by telling them that we 
have procured it? Or rather, ought we not from 
the Difference of their Taxes, to ſhew them the 
Difference between certain and unſettled Tran- 


To whom can the Firſt Fruits of this Pacifick 
Seaſon be ſo juſtly due, as to the Landed Men 
of this Kingdom; who bore the greateſt part 
of that Load under which we groaned, and at 
all rimes paid a Third part of the Charge, though 
they are not pretended to be a Twentieth part of 
the People? What we raiſed upon them in our 
Times of Difficulty, Neceſſity muſt juſtify : 
But what ſhall excuſe an #nequal, partial Tax, 
where no Neceſſity requires it, and when it 
may be changed for one more equal and eaſy . 
than any that ever was paid by the People? 


D 2 Salt 


Salt is the only Commodity which we can 
tax, to ſubſtitute a Fund in the room of Land. 
Ar leaſt, it is this Year the only Tax to be laid; 
for otherwiſe, what Reſource ſhall we have in 
Years to come; what ſhall we charge next 
Year in Lieu of the Land, thereby to continue 
the Eaſe which is now given to the Freeholders? 
It is alſo the ſittet, becauſe the moſt equal and 
diſtributive. No Man pays for more than he 
uſes; no Man uſes more than he is able to afford. 
If he be Rich, he can eaſily bear the Duty on 
large Duantities z if he be Poor, he but lightly 
Feels the Tax on a very little; and in all Condi- 
tions of Life, whatever his Subſtance or Abilit 
is, he pays no more from this Tax, than his bare 
Proportion to the Support of that Government 
by whoſe Power his Property is protected. 


All Men uſe Salt in Proportion to their Abi- 
lity ; but all Men do not hold Land: To Mul- 
titudes of the former, there are very few of the 
Jatter. Here is now Five Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds to be raiſed by a Land Tax, or a Salt 
Lax. The Queſtion then will be, Shall we raiſe 
this Sum by the Land Tax on Four Hundred 

Thouſand Men only, (a far greater Number than 
the Body of Land Owners in this Kingdom) or 
ſhall we raiſe it by the Salt Tax, on ErGur 
MiLLiows, (a leſs Number than the Bulk of 
the People may be fairly compured ar?) Conſi- 
der too, that even the Landed Men pay their juſt 
Proportion to the Duty on Salt; but Men that 
have not Land, pay nothing to the Land Tax. 
Is it not then much more equal and righteous, 
that we ſhould tax every Man a little in pro- 


portion 
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portion to his Ability, than that we ſhould tax 


a very few Men in a great Degree, far TR 
the Proportion of their Ability? | 


Ik the Land Tas, be remitted, it _ * of 
Eaſe to the Land Owner; but to remit the Salt 
Tax cannot relieve him: for if the Inhabitant, 
or Tenant, be remitted the Salt Duty, what 
Benefit hath the Land Owner? Will it raiſe 
his Rents, or improve the Value of his Eſtate? 
But if the Land Tax be abated, the Land Owner 
muſt receive more Money from his Eſtate. So 
that in the Caſe of every Country Cemleman 
who hath an Eſtare of One Thou/and per Annum; 
if the Eſtate be rated at the full Value, as we 
ſee in many Counties, he mult ſave Fifty Pounds 
by the Abatement of One Shilling. Now that 

this cannot be drawn from him again by the 
Salt Duty, will eaſily appear; ſince at One Shil- 
ling per Head he muſt keep Three Hundred Per- 
ſons in Family, before it can happen that what 
he ſaves from the Land Tax in one Year, is 
taken away by the Salt Tax in three Years. 
And if his Eſtate ſhould pay no more than Eight 
Pence to a Two Shilling Rate, yet by the Abate- 
ment even of a Groat in the Pound, he actually 
ſaves near Seventeen Pounds per Annum; ; which 
he cannot poſſibly repay to the Duties on Salt, 
unleſs he maintain above One Hundred Perſons. 
This then will ſhew to the higheſt Demonſtra- 
tion, how great Relief this Abatement muſt 
ive to all the Country Gentlemen, whether their 
iſtates are rated more or leſs to the Land Tax. 
For where the Farm is rated near to its full 
Value, almoſt three Times as much is Nearly paid 
to the Land, as can be paid to the Salt Duty. 


: Again 


OT 
Again, where the Land is taxed at the loweſt 
Rate that ever was paid in Hales, or the moſt 
diſtant Parts of Scotland; as much Money at 
leaſt is paid out of that Farm to the Land Tax 
in one Year, as to the Salt Duty in three Years. 
So that where the Lands have moſt Eaſe, and 
pay the lowef# Rate of Taxation, ſtill the Salt 
Tax will prove no Burthen, nor bring a greater 
Charge upon them. 


You ſee then, Sir, that as the diſtant Parts 
of the Kingdom can have no ObjeQion to it; 
conſequently, all other Parts of the Land where 
the Rates have been high, muſt have infinite 
Eaſc from this Abatement z and I dare fay that 
they have eager Expectations of the Relief pro- 
poſed. How much they want this Eaſe, you, 
Sir, and all who live in the Country, are very 

well able to judge. 


Let me then plead with you the Cauſe of the 
LAND ED Man, and not only with you, who 
are intereſted in the Cauſe, and, as a Land Owner, 
muſt be prepoſſeſſed in Favour of my Argu- 
ment; but let me plead with every impartial 
Man, with all who have no other Intereſts in 
this Affair, nor any Motives to induce their 
Opinions, but thoſe of natural Juſtice and of 
Human Pity. Look upon the Gentlemen of 
thoſe Countries, whoſe Forefathers were (if a 
very worthy and honourable Perſon will allow me 
to uſe his Expreſſion) KnicurTs ERRANT to 
_ the Revolution. Behold them rating their Lands 

at the higheſt Value, for the Service of that Go- 
vernment in whoſe Support they found their 
only Protection, and from whoſe Power they 
| I 7 altogether 


Ca 
altogether derived their invaluable Liberties ; 
See them groaning under the Weight of Pub- 
lick Calamities for the Space of Forty Years, 
withour the leaſt Intermiſſion; ſee them 
raiſing Sixty Five Millions for the Publick 
Supplies : Ask of your ſelves, how many fair 
Eftates mighr have been preſerved from heavy 
Mortgages and Incumbrances; how many younger 
Children might have been bleſt with handſome 
Proviſions; how much Hoſpitality might have 
been ſupported in their ſeveral Countries, if 
this had not been raiſed upon the Land? And 
whilſt we curſe that ever-hated and conſu- 
ming Tyranny, which, even whenit left us and 
fled before us, entailed ſuch Wars, entailed 
ſuch Expences and Burthens upon us; have we 
not cauſe to rejoice in that equal and indulgent 
Government, whoſe Wiſdom hath ſurmounted 
the Evils that alarmed us for ſo many Years 
together, and whoſe Equity is ever contrivin 


to render more eaſy thoſe Charges which have 
been brought upon us? : 


If we had not exerted our ſelves to reco- 
ver our Rights and reſtore our Conſtitu- 
tion, we ſhould not indeed have had this De- 
bate; we ſhould: not have contended - what 
Part of our Property ſhould bear the Charge 
of Government, for we ſhould then have had 
uo Property remaining. But ſuch is our happy 
and envied Condition, that as it is our ſole 
Prerogative to tax our ſelves, ſo we are the on- 
ly Inſtance of a People who have diſputed he- 
ther we ſhould EAsRE our ſelves, We owe this 
Happineſs, and this Glory to our brave Strug- 
gles for Publick Liberty. In a Northern Conn- 
| | | | irs, 
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1, where the People gave up their Rights to 


the firſt Demands of their Prince, we have 
the Teſtimony of a noble Author, an Eye- 


witneſs to their fatal Misfortunes, That 
they ſue to their Sovereign, and beg on their 
Knees that he would take their Lands from/ 
them: The Tax aſſeſſed on their Lands, often 
exceeds the Produce; and if one Eſtate be not. 
able to pay the Charge exacted by the Officers 


of the Crown, the poor Land Owner is obli- 


ged to make it good out of any other Property 
which he hath in the World. Far different is 


- 


the Lot of Engliſhmen, whoſe Miniſters ſue 


for Indulgence in behalf of the Freebolders, 


and appear the Adyocates of the Landed Inte- 


reſt. Under our Government, it is not ſtudied 
bow much can be racked and ſqueezed from the 
LanpeDd Man; but on the contrary, how much 
can be. ſpared him, and what Indulgence can be 
allowed bim. 71 


It hath, Sir, been laid down by thoſe who 
have been the warmeſt againſt this Eaſe to the 
Lands, © That all Taxes oughr to be laid up- 
on the Rich, and not upon the Poor; that 


ce all People ought to pay Taxes, according 


© to their Abilities; and that all who have the 
« Honour to /t in Parliament, ſhould conſider 
% thoſe whom they are to repreſent.” In all 
which Propoſitions, as every reaſonable Man 
muſt concur, ſo he can only be ſurprized to 


hear them applied in Support of a Two Shit- 


ling Land Tax. 


It muſt, Sir, be allowed, by thoſe who have 
ſeen the way of Living in the Country, that 


there are not poorer Men in the World, than 


Gentle- 
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Gentlemen of ſinall Eftates and large Families, 
Eſtates of One Thouſand Pounds per Annum, 
and downwards, are attended with- incredible 
Difficulties. What numerous Bodies of Land 
Owners there are of this Claſs, thoſe Gentle- 
men who repreſent the Counties, have ſeen 
in the common Attendances on Parliamentary 
Elefions. And in a Body of three or four 
Thouſand Freeholders, how few are the Num- 
ber of thoſe who hold a Thouſand Pounds per 
Aunum ? Of all Men in the World theſe Gen- 
tlemen ſeem the moſt proper Objects of Re- 
lief. They have no way to raiſe or improve 
their Fortunes: Nor Induſtry, nor Ability can 
be of uſe to them, whillt they continue Coun- 
try Gentlemen. They can only preſerve their 
Eſtates with much difficulty, but cannot ac» 
quire new Fortunes. With ſo little Scope 
to improve what they poſſeſs, it is harder 
ſtill, when their Properties happen to be loaded 
with grievous and unequal Taxes. They can 
have no View in the World, but to confine 
their Expence within their Incomes, or at 
molt to fave ſmall Portions for their younger 
Children. Their Properties are inveſted in 
real Eſtates, often entailed, and what is worle, 
zncumbered. They cannot, by turning of Pro- 
perty into various Shapes, double or treble its 
nor can they receive more than Common Ju- 
zereſt, hardly ever ſo much. They are many 
of them the Heads and Heirs of very. Ancient 
Families. They are obliged to live up to the 
nominal Value of their E ſtares, often beyond 
it, meerly to ſupport their Credit and Figure 
in their Countrics. They have Parks and 
Manſion Houſes, and a * Reſort of W 


* 
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and Neighbours to them; which continually 
_ drains their ſcanty Revenues. They are ob- 

liged to ſerve expenſive, unprofitable Offices, 
to be High Sheriffs, Juſtices of Peace, Commiſ- 
fioners of Taxes, &c. to their very great Bur- 
then and Grievance. And when their Chil- 
dren are grown up, when their younger Sons 
are to be ſettled in the World, and their 
Daughters diſpoſed of in Marriage, then, when 
their Neceſſities are greateſt, they have leaſt 
Ability to bear them; they go out of the 
World with all their Affairs in Confuſion, and 
leave their Firſt-Born to inherit an inſupportable 
Mortgage. | 


The Morigagee, or the MoneyeD Man, 

who is the laſt Reſource of theſe unhappy 
Gentlemen, ſtands wholly exempt from the 
Weight of Taxes, even in thoſe very Eſtates 
where he is ſuch a dead Weight, and ſuch a 
heavy Incumbrance. The Land Owner who holds 
an Eſtate of One Thouſand Pounds per Annum,though 
Half of it be mortgaged, pays the whole Land 
Tax; and notwithſtanding his whole Income is 
but Five Hundred Pounds per Annum, yet he 
muſt pay One Hundred Pounds out of this at a 
Two Shilling Land Tax, whilſt the Mortgagee 
pays nothing; beſides which Incumbrance, we 
often ſee Jointures, as well as Mortgages, loaded 
in the way of Rent Charge upon Eſtates: And 
when theſe both happen at once upon ſmall 
Eſtates, under 10001. per Annum, judge what a 
bleſſed Condition the Land Owner finds himſelf in. 


How many Vidous and Orphans have we 
ſeen, the Relicts and Deſcendants of reputable 
3 F ami- 
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Families, left to ſubſiſt upon ſinall Efates, 
born too well to live according to their unhappy 


Circumſtances; and miſerable, becauſe their 


Birth and Families would not allow them to 


ſtoop to /uch Methods of Living, ſuch Educati- 
ons and Empoyments, as were molt ſuitable to 
their ſender Subſtance and their /ow Condition ? 


Upon all theſe LanpD Owners. mult not the 


Tax fall heavy; and if taken off or abated, muſt 


not the Eaſe be great? Even if their Lands had 
Reſt but once in ſeven Years, like thoſe of the 


ancient Jes; ] dare ſay, that they would rejoice 


with Eyes brimful of Affection and Gratitude 
to thole who gave them Relief. To People 
who are ſo confined in their ways of acquiring 
Money, a ſnall Sum releaſed is a mighty Benefit z 
to a Man who hath but a Hundred per Annum, 
Five Pounds is a vaſt Acceſſion; and to him 
who hath a Thouſand a Year, Fifty Pounds 
added, is no ſmall Improvement of his Eſtate. 


Tf Gentlemen conſidered the Misfortunes of 


the SouTnu SEA YEAR, and the Mortgages 
which have ever ſince remained pon the Lands; 
they muſt have the moſt tender Compaſſion for 
the Land Owners. Merchants, and Men in any 
way of Commerce, have outlived their Misfor- 
tunes; but the Morigages of Landed Men are 
likely to outlive the Unfortunate. Indeed how 
can it be otherwiſe, when the Increaſe of our 


Trade hath introduced all kinds of Luxury, and 
when the Extravagances of that fatal Year have 


entailed the moſt expen/zve Habits upon all De- 


grees of Men? Are the Country Gentlemen 


oaded with Incumbrances and with Taxes ? 
Ez Are 
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Are they likely ever to clear their Mortgages, 
or even to hve within their Eftates, when ſuch 
an expenſive Emulation appears in the World, 
and the Struggle ſeems to be, who ſhall live with 
moſt Pomp? When likewiſe ſuch oppreſſive 
Loads are ſeen upon molt Eſtates in the Coun- 
try, that every Man of Prudence hath no other 
Choice left him, than how to live with the 
leaſt Difficulcy ? Whilſt one Part of the King- 
dom are multiplying Appetites, another Part are 
diftrefſed how to ſatisfy Neceſſities; and the 
Calamities of Diſtreſs are almoſt every where 


treated as much more ſcandalous than all the: 
Extravagance of Luxury. 


Under theſe Circumſtances, Can we, Sir, 
propoſe a more humane Lupedient, than to re- 
move the Weight of Taxes from the Landed 
Intereſt? Will not an Abatement of the Land 
Tax enable Gentlemen in the Country to re- 
deem their Eſtates, to provide for their Tounger 
Children, and to live with nuch more Eaſe and 
Chearfulneſs than they have hitherto done? The 
Bleſſings of Peace are felt by the Merchant in 
anextended and uninterrupted Commerce : This 
repays all his Loſſes in War, and his Contri- 
butions to the Publick Expence; whilſt the 
Landed Men have 0 Relief, but from the Remiſ= 
fron of Taxes. And ſhall we repine to eaſe thoſe 
Men in Times of Peace, who have ever been our 


beſt and ſureſt Support amidſt all the Fortunes 
of Mar? "Fe 


At leaſt, Sir, the Landed Men ought to 
have Eaſe, whilſt our Tranquillity continues: 
1 hope it will be ſo long enjoyed, chat if ever 
| | it 


tin 


it be again diſturbed or threatned, we ſhall 


have many Funds at Liberty to provide for 
our Safety, without oppreſſing the Landed 
Men. But if through the ſtrange and ſurprizing 
Viciſſitudes of human Affairs, our Peace ſhould 
not be of that long Duration which we fo 
heartily with, and which we have ſo much 
Reaſon to expect; if we ſhould be invaded 
with freſh Alarms; with what Decency or Plau- 
ſibility can we apply to the Land for Support 


in our Diſtreſs, if we will not give them Relief 
in our Proſperity ? | 


That this Relief will be very extenſive and 
conſiderable, I can eaſily ſhew by one Inſtance, 
I mean that of the Parocurar CLERGY. 


It is known that there are above NINE 
Trnovsand PaARISHESs ; I might ſay more, 
for there are aboye Nine Thouſand Nine Hun- 
dred; but I put the leſſer Number, becauſe 
ſome Pariſhes, though in no Proportion to the 
Generality, have fair and ample Revenues: 
Moſt of theſe which I confine myſelf to, are 
but meanly endowed, and the Incumbents far 
from being in a Condition to be envyed. From 
the Univer/ities, where they have been uſed to 
expenſive ways. of Living, they come to Pariſhes 
whole Revenues very ill ſupport them. Their 
Wants are the fame with thoſe of other Men 
their Neceſſities Great, and their Families increa- 
ſing. Hence their Poverty often engages them 
in Strife with their Pariſhioners, and leaves un- 
happy Orphans wholly unprovided for. To 
conſider them as Prieſts, or as Clergymen of the 
eftabliſhed Church, is foreign to the * 

air. 
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fair. I conſider them as my Countrymen, as 


* # 


Members of the ſame Community. I wiſh no un- 


due Advancement of Eccleſiaſtical Power: I 
would not conſent to fleece the Laity for the 
Benefit of the Clergy; but I ſhall always rejoice 
in the Remiſſion of Taxes, when I ſee Nine 
Thouſand Engliſh Families eafier and happier by 
the general Indulgence. I wiſh the Clergy all 
Advantages in common with other Men; and to 
ſee them ſhare the equal Benefits of aniverſal 
Tranquillity, is what muſt pleaſe a reaſonable 
Man. I conſider them as a great Body of my 
Fellow-Subjefts; and I know that whatever 


Hardſhips or Inequalities they ſuffer in their pri- 


vate Properties, the Publick muſt be affected 
by them, and the Nation muſt be concerned to 
eaſe them. It is therefore with Satisfaction, 
that in one Iuſtauce only, I can perceive this A- 
batement operate in the Relief of ſo many 


Thouſand Families. And if the Clergy have this 


extenſive Benefit from it, how widely muſt it 


ſpread among the Larry? How infinitely muſt 


this Act of Eaſe be multiplied, when it is con- 
ſidered with relation to the Gentlemen and Free- 
holders of this Country? 


Great Compaſſion and Indulgence muſt 
likewiſe be due to many of the Ixland Trading 
Towns, once in a flonriſhing Condition, and 
now ſunk beneath the Burthen of a Land Tax. 
All Trade will flouriſh moſt, where Men can 
live the cheapeſt, and carry on their Com- 
merce in the eaſieſt Manner. Hence, from 
the Inequalities of Aſſeſſments in the ſeveral 
Counties, thoſe Towns have loſt their Trade 
where the Lands were rated high; and the 


Inha- | 
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Inhabitants have reſorted to ſuch Places where the 
Rates were leſs grievous. Hence how many Varia- 
tions muſt have happened in Property ; how many 
Landed Eftates muſt have wanted Tenants, 
and decayed in Value? From this Abatement 
of the Tax, Things muſt become more equal 
in all the Counties of England; and therefore 


it is that I am ſo hearty in the Support of this 
Propoſition. 


As the Clergy, the Gentlemen, the Inland Tra- 
#ing Towns, and all Degrees of Landed Men, 
have ſo much Advantage by this Remiſſton of 
One Shilling in the Land Tax, even the La- 
BOURER will find it for his Benefit; ſince, ac- 
cording to that Money which the Landed Man 
can ſpare, the Labourer will be employed; and 
therefore every thing which enables the Gen- 
tlemen of this Kingdom to employ the Poon, 
muſt be an Act in Favour of the Poor : They 
can have no Bread but from their Labour; and 
they can have no Employment, unleſs the Coun- 
ry Gentlemen can afford to employ them. 

Neither is it of the leaſt Advantage to the 
People, that Receivers or CounTits will b 
this Abatement be leſs able to hurt them/elves, 

their Friends and their Country. The Land Tax, 
it is true, is managed for a Jeſs Sum than all 
other Branches of the Revenue; the Charge 
of collecting and managing a One Sbilling Rate, 
is not above Eighteen Thouſand Pounds; but the 
vaſt Sums which at Two, Three and Four Shil- 
lings in the Pound, have been lodged in the 
Hands of Receivers, have occaſioned the ſaddeſt 


Misfor- 
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Misfortunes. In all other Collections, the Col- 


lectors are obliged to pay the Money Weekly 


into the Exchequer; but here it is otherwiſe 
and Men have often been tempted to try Ex- 
periments ith Money not their own, to the 
Ruin of their own Families, and what hath 
been worſe, to the Ruin of many Families 
which have been involved in their Bankrupt- 
cies by the Securities given for them. And af- 
ter all that hath been ſaid on the eaſy Charge of 
collecting this Tax, I believe, if Misfortunes of 
this Sort ſhould be placed to the Charge of 
Management, though ſuch is the Nature of 
the Security given by the Receivers, that few 
Loſſes ever happen to the Exchequer ; yet with 
regard to private Property, it would be found 
the moſt inconvenient Tax of any that ever 
was raiſed on the People. | 


Whenever we ſpeak of ſuch Inconvenien- 
ces, we muſt, Sir, often allow that they are 
not to be remedied, or perhaps only in part. 
The Land Tax, though no deſirable Means of 
Supply, muſt be recurred to in our Exigen- 


_ cies, as it is a ſure Fund, and raiſes a great Sum. 


All that hath been offered, is meant to ſhew 
that it ſhould on be raiſed when it is abſolutely 
neceſſary; and, as all Publick Inſtitutions are 
attended with many Evils, that this, which 
hath too many Inconveniences to its Share, 
ought to be releaſed whenever it is not abſolutely 
wanted. To abate but One Shilling in the 
Pound, 18 at any time to diminiſh its Evils in 


ſuch a degree as to make them inconſiderable, 


and almoſt imperceptible. 


8 


But 


E 
But if, Sir, rhele are the real Inconveniences 
which we ſuffer from the Land Tax, ſhall we 
amuſe ourſelves with the ſmall Charge of rai- 
fing it? A partial, unequal,” and oppreſſive Tax 
is very ill recommended-to the Publick, by he- 
ing collected and managed for 4% than one that 
is juſt and equal. It is no Diſgrace to a right 
Mleaſure, that it coſts more in tranſacting than 
a wrong one. The extraordinary Expence of 
raiſing an ea/y, reaſonable Tax, is well laid out 
for thoſe Ends of Eaſe and Equality; as it would 
be very ill /aved, if Oppreſſions and Grievances 
are the Attendants of a % Charge. Is it not © 
much better, that we ſhould allow Four Tou- 
ſand, or Ten Thouſand Pounds, or even any other 
yearly Sum, to prevent much Oppreſſion, and in- 
tolerable Inequality, than that we ſhould ſuffer 
thoſe Grievances merely 10 ſave that Change! 
Let Gentlemen therefore conſider the Merits of 
each reſpective Tax as it is felt by the People, 
and not as it is raiſed for mort or leſs in Manage- 
ment. Unequal Taxes are often cheaper col- 
lected than equal Taxes. But becauſe they are 
not fo troubleſome or chargeable in the Ma- 
nagement, whilſt they are anequally and partiat 
ly raiſed, are they therefore wiſer or better ? Do 
they ceaſe to be heavy Taxes, becauſe they are 
collected for little Coſt? Ought we not rather 
to raiſe a Tax on the uh, Body of the People, 
than in this partial, grievous manner on a very 
few? And muſt not this extraordinary Charge 
be more than balanced by the Eaſe given to the 
People in railing it, througW the equal manner of 
railing it? e 
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The Eaſe which is now given to the Lands 
of England is ſo much without Example, that 
we can argue but little from the Experience of 
paſt Times: Yet it is with great Pleaſure that I 
find the Authority and Arguments of Joun DE 
WIr ſtrongly ſupporting us in this Propo- 


fition. He was perhaps the ableſt and moſt 


difintereſted Miniſter that ever was known in 
the modern World. He had the warmeſt. 
Heart for popular Liberty; and as he ſuſtained 


the Government of his Country for a long 
Courſe of Years with great Sufficiency, and un- 


queſtioned Integrity, be ftill ſurvives the crus 
el Fate which he ſuffered : He outlives the bar- 
barous Rage of a giddy Multitude, and ever 
will deſervedly poſſeſs unequalled Glory and Re- 
nown. | 


In his Book called, The true Intereſt and Po- 
litical Maxims of the Republick of Holland and 
Welt Frieſland, publiſhed by the Authority of the 
STATES, c. and which I will venture to re- 


commend, as one of the beſt Books that ever 


Was written upon Government: When he treats, 
in his 24th Chapter, of the Taxes fit to be levied 


on the People in a free Community, he confiders 


whether all Eſtates of the Inhabitants can be e- 
qually favoured; and in caſe they cannot, which 
of them ought, more or leſs, to be cheriſhed and 
connived at. ä 


He then propoſes, that Impoſts be firſt laid 


on ſuch Goods as are uſed in Home Conſumpti- 
on: The Luxury, and then the Neceſſaries of 


Life: All Perſons in publick Employments of Pro- 


Hit; 
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et; and then all Artiſts, Trade/men, and Mecha- 
nicks. After which, he thinks the Farmzrs, 
the Husbandmen, and Graficrs of the Country 
ought to ſhare the Burthen; for they, ſays he, 
vill hardly forſake us becauſe of our taxing them, 
fleeing they may be eaſed in better Times. 


| Now all theſe Methods of Taxation he re- 
commends, before any Tax be laid on the Lands 
of a Country; which he treats as the LAST Mr» 
THOD #0 relieve the publick Exigencies. And that 
I may not be anſwered, that his Authority in 
Favour of the Lands will hold only in Hors 
LAND, where the Diſproportion is fo vaſt be- 
tween the Land Owners and the Inhabitants; I 
ſhall obſerve, that it will every-where have the 
fame Weight, in more or leſs degree, accord- 
ing to the Diſproportion in any Country be- 
tween the Land Owners and Inhabitants. So that 
for the very fame Reaſon which makes a Land 
Tax an intolerable Grievance in Holland, a Land 
Tax muſt be very grievous in England; becauſe, 


though there is not in both Places the ſame In- 


equality, yet there is fill ſome {nequalityz and a 
great one in our Country between the Land and 
the People. a 


His own Words will beſt explain and prove 
his Propoſition: He firſt enumerates all the 


Impoſitions which he recommends, before he 


durſt venture on a Land Tax. © Bur in caſe, 
„ ſays he, all theſe Expedients will not raiſe Mo- 
ce ney ſufficient, we may then charge either 
ce ordinarily or extraordinarily, all immovable 
“ Goods, Lands and Houſes, with yearly Taxes, _ 
“ or by Impoſitions upon Alienations and In- 
— F 2 “ heritances 


[44 ] 

& heritances of them: Wherein nevertheleſs 
© there be thoſe Difficulties, 'that ſuch Taxes 
will not be paid with Freedom, but whol- 
«'ly by Compulſion; and that the ſaid im- 
„ moveable Goods being for that End to be 
c yalued, that Valuation cannot be made with- 
te out Partiality, and theſe Burthens will be then 
& very unequally borne. Beſides that, by the ac- 
&« cidental Unfruitfulneſs of the Lands, and 
« fanding empty of their Houſes, the Owners 
© and Tenants of them wanting a great Part 
& of their yearly Rent, on which they depend 
ce for the Maintenance of their Families, they 
& muſt neceſſarily ſuffer thoſe two unavoidable 
© Inconveniencies. — . 


His final Remedy in an extreme Neceſſity, is 
a general Tax on all moveable and immoveable 
Goods, real ang perſonal Eftates jointly : But 
« then he very juſtly obſerves, that the Aſſeſſors 
& muſt be wholly ignorant of Mens per/onal 
& Eftates, and of what the Inhabitants do owe, 
« or is owing to them; and if they did know 
& the Value of them, they could not tax them 
& equally; fo that what by Favour and Hatred, 
and Ignorance of Aſſeſſors, there muſt be an 
ce intolerable Inequality of this Tax; whilſtthoſe 
ce that would honeſtly declare their Eſtates 
% might lighten the Tax; but the fraudulent 
& will unavoidably make it heavier.” 


Now that this is a grievous and unequal Tax, 
the diſtant Parts of this Kingdom cannot poſſi- 
bly feel, nor the great Cities and Towns compe- 
tently jadge of. In all the remote Parts of 
this Country, the Tax never was levied accord- 


ing 
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ing to the Value of their Eſtates, nor ever can 
be; and therefore if one County pays bur 


Eight Pence in the Pound, whilſt another Coun- 


ty pays To Shillings, the former muſt be in- 
ſenſible of the Weight and Grievance of this 
Tax, as alſo of the conſiderable Eaſe which is 
given by the Abatement. There is no Man 


wiſhes that the diſtant Counties ſhould bear 


any new Burthens; the Admininiſtration are 
willing and deſirous to diminiſh even that in- 
conſiderable Tax which thoſe Counties are now 
charged with: And ſurely the common good 
Nature of our Countrymen will ſtrongly plead 


for Eaſe and Indulgence to #ho/e Parts of the 


Land which always have been taxed at their 
highefs Value. The North and Neſtern Parts 
of this Kingdom, as allo Wales and Scotland, 
had Eaſe in the hotteſt Sea/on, and under the 


utmoſt Expence of the War, they never paid 


the full Rate: And ſhall not thoſe, who then 


paid the full Rate, find ſome Relaxation in 


Times of Peace? If they are not now to have 
Indulgence, when are they to expect it? 


—— 


The Reaſon, Sir, why Loxpox, BRISTOot, 


and other pou Towns are naturally liable to 


Miſtakes, by imagining the Land Tax a leſs 
Evil than the Salt Tax, will eaſily be ſeen 
from the vaſt Diſproportion in ſuch Places 
between the Land and the People. In great 
Towns the Land is over-ran with Houſes, 


and it is not the Tenant on whom this Charge 


directly and ſenſibly falls; but it is the Land 
Owner who pays the Land Tax immediately 
out of his Rent; ſo that great part of the 
Sum which he claims of his Tenant, is paid him 


in 


. ²˙!JT rr apr or. 
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in Land Tax Receipts. Now as the Land Owners 
in ſuch Places are an inconſiderable Number of 
Men, to the vaſt Body of [nhabitants who pay 
nothing ro the Land Tax, few People are 
ſenſible how heavy it falls on thoſe who are 
immediately ſubject to ſo unequal a Charge. 


To ſhew this in a plain Light, J will menti- 


on the Number of Houſes within the Cities and 


Liberties of London and Weſtminſter, the Bo- 
rough of Southwark, and that Part of Midale- 
ſex which is within the Bills of Mortality. In 
the Year 1731, there were near Fourscore 
TrovsanD Houſes inhabited, as appears by Re- 
turns from the Surveyors of the Window Lights, 


Among thoſe Four/core Thouſand Houſekeepers, 
there are not above Ten Thouſand Land Owners : 


I might fay there are not ſo many; but that I 
may give every Objection its utmoſt Weight, I 
am always willing to make the largeſt Allow- 
ances, Now where there are Four/core Thou- 
fand Houſekeepers, of which Zen Thouſand on- 
ly pay the Land Tax, and the remaining Se- 
venty Thouſand PAY NOTHING AT ALL, whilſt 
their Landlords are forced to take Pieces of Pa- 
per in Part of their Rent; Does not every one 
ſee the Diſproportion between the Landed Men 


and the Iubabitants, the Tnequality between the 


Taxes laid on the former and on the latter? 
That the Difference between the Land Owners 
and the Hou/ckeepers is One to Seven; and that 
the Tax falls upon One Man, when it ſhould 
fall upon Eigbt? That it thus falls upon Tex 
Thouſand only, when Eighty Thouſand ought to 
ſhare it eqzally among them? And conſequent- 
ly whilſt theſe Ten Thouſand Land Owners 

1 are 
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are weighed down with the Burthen of the 
Land Tax, the Seventy Thouſand Inhabitants 
who pay nothing to it, feel nothing of it; fo 
that they are under ſtrong Temptations to op- 
poſe the mfp equal Tax, which would rate them 
all alike ; and hence they may well become fond 
of the moſt unequal Tax in the World, becauſe 
they contribute nothing to the Charge? 


Again: It appears that there are, communi- 
bus Annis, about Six 'THousAND empty Houſes 
within the ſame Diſtrict. Do we not then lee 
a vaſt additional Hardſhip upon the Land Qwners, 
who mult pay this Tax, unequal as it is, whe- 
ther their Effates are tenanted or not, and whe- 
ther their Rents are paid or not? Many People 
murmur, that they are ſoon to pay Duty for the 
Salt which they ſhall eat; but what would they 
ſay, were they, or any of them, obliged to pay 
2 Salt Tax, whether they eat any Salt or — 1 
am ſure that there would be a moſt clamorous 
Noiſe againſt any ſuch Propoſition. And yet 
they do not conſider what hard Terms they 
themſelves would impoſe on the Landed Intereſt 
of this Kingdom, They oppole a Duty to 
which they can only pay in proportion to the 
Salt which they really uſe; whillt they are for 
continuing a Heavy Tax upon Lands, which is 
to be paid, in many Caſes, where the Landlord 
receives no Rent. Within the Bills of Mortal. 
ty only, there are Si Thouſand Inſtances of this 
Hardſhip every Year, merely from the Acci- 
dent of Touſes jlanding empty, not to mention 
Loſſes occaſioned by bad Jenants. Have we 
then no Compaſſion to thoſe poor Sufferers who 
groan under theſe Hardſhips, when we _ re- 
| | IEVE 
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lieve them without 11 any Burthen or Grie · 
vuance upon ourſelves | 


Monrtp Mex are another vaſt Body, who 
as they contribute little or nothing to this Tax, 
muſt think the Abatement 20 Eaſe or Advan- 

e. Their Stock in Trade, as ſoHN DR Wirr 


ſo well obſerved, can never be known, and is 


always aſſeſſed but a Trifle. Money lent on Mort- 

ages never is taxed, and Stoch in the Funds 
Kath the publick Faith to exempt it, ſo that 
it never can be taxed. With all theſe Advan- 
tages, the Monied Men, though they hold the 
greateſt Properties in the State, pay no Proportion 


to the Support of that Government from 


whence they have equal Protection with thoſe 


who are charged at the utmoſt. If they live in 
bired Houſes, the Tax falls on the Land Owner, 
If they purchaſe Houles to live in, the Tax on 


ſuch Houſes is all the Charge they pay for Land. 


Their Family Expence muſt bear the common. 


Duties which fall upon our Home Conſumption 


bur their great Properties in Mone), Stock, &c. 
pay little or nothing at all. The Intereſt is 
every Day accumulating, and the Hoards in- 
creaſing; fo that by having unequal Advay- 


tages againſt the Landed Intereſt, they devour 


the Country Gentlemen, and work the moſt 
ancient Families in the Kingdom out of their 


Inberitances. 


Vet with ſo many Exemptions, and with fo 
little Expence in ſupporting the Powers which 
otect them, they come, as was obſerved with 
great Acuieneſs by the Honourable Perſon in the 
Adminiſtration, they come and declaim at ps 


J 
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Salt Tax. They tell us, /ays he, that we 
“ ought to Tax the Rich, and not the Poor; 
&« and pray don't Tax the Poor Monied Man of 
“ an Hundred Thouſand Pounds in Stock, but 

& Tax the Rich Country Gentleman of Five Hun- 
c dred Pounds a Tear. Don't lay on a Salt Tax, 
& to which every Man pays a juſt Proportion 
& according to his Subſtance; but impoſe a 
&« heavy Land Tax, to which thoſe who can 
« beſ# afford to pay the moſt, are at all times 


& leaſt aſſeſſed. 


The Landed Man and the Monied Man, the 
Merchant and the Farmer, the Navigation, and 
all other Branches of the Publick, bear the Salt 
Duty equally divided among them. As it is 
diffuſed and extended among. ſuch infinite 
Numbers of People, it falls light upon every 
Individual; it affects Property and Commerce 
in an equal manner; draws Mortgages on 10 
Eftates, nor depapulates the Inland Towns. Its 
Advantages are evidently great above any other 
way of Aſſeſſment on the People, and thoſe 
who pay it do not feel it, the Weight is ſo ſinall 
upon the Whole. Fi „ 


To embarraſs and confound this Propoſition, 
many Perſons have inſiſted that Sco rl. Ax p 
ſhould pay an equal Rate with England; and 
from the Difference berween the Dury charged 
reſpectively on North and South Britain, they 
have argued-the great Inequality of the Salt Tax. 
This, Sir, hath been ſtarred to divert the At- 
tention. of the Publick, from 1e Merits of the 
main Queſtion. | This bath allo been deſigned 


to diſtreſs the Gentlemen of North Britain that 
Yo G even, 


Tao 


even, though upon the Conſideration of the 
main Propoſition, they may be ever ſo clearly 

convinced, that the Duty on Salt is a muc 

more equal and reaſonable Tax than the Land 
Tax; yet that, by this croſs Queſtion, this At- 
tempt to extend it, with regard to Scotland, 
beyond their juſt Proportion, the Gentlemen of 
that Country may be obliged to oppoſe the whole 
| Propoſition: And however they approve the 
principal Point, yet dare not own it, nor act in 


conſequence of it, leſt they ſhould be affected 


by the Second Propoſal. 


How cruel and barbarous this Ufage of Man- 
kind muſt be, will appear to any one, but thoſe 
whoſe Paſſion againſt the main Queſtion made 
them negle& to conſider the [nhumanity of the 
Means taken to defeat it. And I am' charita- 
bly willing to believe, that it was from no cru- 
el Intention to Scotland that this was propoſed, 
bur for want of due Confideration ; for want 
of reflecting how great a Hardſhip it muſt be 
upon that Part of Great Britain. © 


The Dion between the two Kingdoms, which 
hath been of ſo great Advantage to this Nati- 
on, was eſtabliſhed on no Foundation more 
immoveable, was cemented by no Obligations 
more ſacred, or Agreements more inviolable, 
than the Quota's or Proportions of Charge, which 
the Scots were to pay in Support of the Common 
Expence. They came into the Treaty, and 
gave themſelves into our Hands, on the certain 
Aſſurance that we ſhould execute our Power 
with Juſtice, and maintain our Agreements with 
C TA OC: 12.03" 
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The Salt Tax, as it was originally impoſed 
in the Reign of King William the Third, 
was granted at different Times, and had this 
Diſtinction in the Nature of it, that it con- 
ſiſted of two ſeveral Sums; one Rate was 
Two Shillings aud Four Pence; and there was 
an additional Rate of One Shilling per Buſbel. 
The larger Sum was what the Scots Commiſ- 
franers and their Parliament abſolutely refuſed 
ever to ſubmit to, as it was more than their Pro- 
Portion to the common Charge. Thoſe who in- 
{ft on extending it to them, own that they have 
ſeen the ſtrongeſt Repreſentations againſt it, made 
at the time of the Union. The One Shilling per 
Buſhel, was what they conſented to, as it bore 
an even Proportion to every other Quota. They 
were to pay no more than Forty Eight Thou- 


ſand Pounds to the Land Tax, when it ſhould 


be Four Shillings in the Pound; they pay no 
more than Twenty Thouſand Pounds in lieu of 
the Malt Tax; and the Duty of One Shil- 
ling per Buſhel on Salt, is the utmoſt which 
they can afford to pay, according to the Wealth 
and Condition of their Country: Inſomuch that 
thoſe who have moſt ſtrenuouſly inſiſted on 
the Extenſion of this Tax at the largeſt Rates 
to Scotland, have owned in Publick, that ſuch 
a Duty of Three Shillings and Four Pence per 
Buſhel, would be their urTER DESTRUCTION. 
In which caſe, though the A# of Union had - 
really given them no Exemption, yet the na- 
ture of Things would entitle them, to it. For 
let us ſuppole that they have no legal Right to 
be exempt from the Duty of Two and Four 
Pence; yet would any one be ſo monſtrouſly 

G 2 abſurd 


( 52 } 


abſurd and inhuman, as to load them with a 
Dury which he confeſſes muſt end in their 
abſolute Ruin. And yer when the Laws, the 
Faith of Nations, and the Honour of Parlia- 
ment, are all directly againſt this Propoſition 
nay more, when thoſe who propoſe it acknow- 
ledge that it is ſo unreaſonable, and that it would 
be ſo ruinous; ſhall this illegal and unequi- 
table Point be till inſiſted on, to defeat the main 
Queſtion, and to diſtreſs the Repreſentatives of 
Scotland? 


By the Act of Union, the Scots were to be 
exempted, for Seven Years, from all Duties 
whatever on Home-made Salt; after which, in 
the Terms of this Treaty, they conſented to 
pay the Duties levied in England, with this 
Exception ; theſe are the expreſs Words of the 
Eighth Article, That Scotland ſhall, after the 
<« ſaid Seven Years, remain exempted from the 
« Duty of Two Shillings and Four Pence impo- 
& fed on Home Salt, by an Act made in Eng- 
land in the Ninth and Tenth Years of King 
„MWilliam the Third of England.” 


The Pretence then to defeat the Stipulation 
is, that this Act hath been repealed ; and there- 
fore that the Exemption, which only could 
bear relation to the Duty in that Act, could 
not be claimed with Regard to a Duty im- 
poſed by any other Act. But to this the Ho- 
nourable Perſon in the Adminiſtration unanſwer- 
ably reply'd, “ If taking off any Duty impo- 
«ſed by former Acts, under which the Scots 
vuvere entitled to an Exemption, and laying on 
the Duty again by a new Act, will avoid 


» vw 


wu Uk TO OO , & ww Oo is 


$2 
& the Claim of Exemption; why then it is 
“ in our Power to defeat every Exemption 
& which the Scots are entitled to by the Union; 


« for it is but repealing the Act that im- 


< poſed the Duty from which they claim an 


c Exemption, and then in a Year or two af- 
ce terwards impoſing the ſame Duty by another 
& Act. From hence there will at once be an 
“ end of all Pretence to Exemptions in fa- 
« your to Scotland, from the Duties which 
e they are not able, and which they ought 
e not to bear.“ ans 


The Act of the 9th and roth Years of King 
Fillam the Third, impoſed this Two Shillings 
and Four Pence FOR EVER: The Scots, in ſti- 
pulating this Exemption from the Duty, muſt 
mean 10 exempt themſelves rox EVER. And 
when we agreed by the Act of Union, that 
they ſhould remain exempt for ever from this 
Duty; ſhall we, in the Year 1739, come and 
eaſe our ſelves of it for a Year; that by this Pre- 
tence of having repealed the Act of King 
William, we may, in the Year 1732, load the 
Scots with Two Shillings and Four Pence per 
Buſhel, from which otherwiſe they had a Right 
of Exemption ? Shall we eaſe our ſelves One 
Year, of what we have ſo long paid; to load 
them for Three Nears, with what they never paid, 
nor ought to pay? _ | 


The Treaty of Union recites the Srathte of the 
ↄth and 1ioth of King William the Third, in a 
deſcriptive Manner; not as if the Being of the 
Act ſo referred to was a Condition or Limita- 
tion of Scotland's Exemption. And to quibble 

the 
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the Scots out of their Fundamental Rights by 
this learned Chicauery, is a Manner of treating a 
great People, which I cannot but think alto» 
gether new and ſtrange, to ſpeak of it in the 
Sn 


SCOTLAND is a Kingdom ſo much in our 
Power, that it becomes us in Honour, it con- 
cerns the Faith, the Juſtice and Glory of this 
Kingdom to conſider them always with the 
greateſt Equity. They have put themſelves in- 
to our Hands, it was done at our own Intreaty, 
and for our great Benefit, as it hath apparent- 
ly proved, and as cven the adverſe Party have 
confeſſed : Whatever Tenderneſs is due then 
from the ſrong to the weak; whatever gene- 
rous Regard and Humanity can be due to thoſe 
who have ſubjected themſelves to our Power, 
tis due in the higheſt degree to the People of 
Fan ee 


Beſides, Sir, ſhould we tax the Peaple. of 
Scotland more than their ia Quota and Propor- 
tion, more than their Country can afford to 
pay, how can we think it would ever be paid? 
The Malr T Ax was a flagrant Proof how 
vain and fruitleſs all ſuch Attempts muſt be. 
The Scots were by the Treaty of Union declared 
exempt from that Tax during the Mar; and this 
was granted them, becauſe the Britiſh Nation 
imagined that the Mali Tax would end with the 
War. Wben the War ended, the Malt Tax 
was ſtill neceſſary, and ſtill raiſed in England. 
And many People elamoured,. What, will not 
&« Scotland pay its Quota, to the common 
« Charge, even in Times of Peace”? The 


la- 
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Clamour Nerat * Malt Tax was extended 


to Scotland. And what then? Why, no Mini- 
ſter could ever raiſe it. Under ſeveral ſucceſſive 
Adminiftrations of all Complexions, it was 
yearly impoſed by Parliament, but never could 
be levied on the People. At length when it 
came to be enforced, it put that part of Great 
Britain into a general and violent Convulſion: 
The People roſe in Arms, and were almoſt ripe 
for Rebellion. In the Conclufion, no Malt 
Fix could be drawn from Scotland; we were 
forced to compound with their Nation for Twenty 
Thouſand Pounds per *Aunum. And this may 
ſhew how difficulr and hazardous it 1s to bur- 
then the People of North Britain with 1 more 
than they are able to bear. | 


Thoſe wha contend Fo TOO unequal A ed 
on Scotland, expreſs the higheſt e in 
the Union; they rejoice in it, and they hope 
that it will always continue: Bur it do fuch 
Profeſſions agree with Attempts of this nature; 
which did they ſucceed, might endanger the 
Union, and affe the Alliance; which is of 
ſuch bt Importance, of ſuch effential Concern 
to the Peace and Being « of theſe Nations. 


It was therefore with great Satiafattioh: chat 


I obſerved the Equity and Candor of a LEARNED 


and HoNOURAELE Px RSON, whoſe Affection 
for the preſent Eſtabliſhnienr is not to be 
queſtioned, and who is not fuſpected of a 


Undue Partiality to the Perſons at preſęnt in 


Power; thar though be was not willing to 
comply with the ain Qubſtion for rene wing 
the Salt Duty, yet that he declared againft any 


Attempt 
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Attempt to extend it to Scotland, as a Breach 


of Faith, a Violation of the Union. And as 


the Honourable Perſon in the Adminiſtration 
declared, it was much more generousand candid 


in any one to conclude againſt the main Pro- 


poſition on a full Examination of its Merits, 
than to embarraſs the Enquiry with a /econdary 
Queſtion, ſo unjuſt in its nature, purpoſely 
deſigned to divert the Attention of the Publick 
from that which chiefly ought to be conſidered, 
and to diſtreſs thoſe Gentlemen who were moſt 
nearly concerned, that they might not be at Li- 
berty to act according to their Sentiments. 


Another Clamour raiſed againſt this Relief 
to the poor Freeholders, was, that it would be 
inconſiſtent with the Honour of a Britiſh Par- 
liament, to revive a Tax which they had thought 
proper to take off about Two Nears ago. The 
Amount of which Argument will be, that 
though the Parliament find by Experience, 
that taking off any particular Tax is of no Eaſe 


or Benefit to the People; yet that it is incon- 


ſiſtent with their Honour to lay it on again, 
when they find that taking it off hath not 
anſwer' d, and cannot anſwer the Ends which 


they propoſed when they thought fit to re- 


move it. 


Had the Land Tax ſtood in Competition with 
the Salt Tax two Years ago, doubtleſs the 
Houſe of Commons would have preferred the for- 
mer. Can any one think that they who thought 
the Salt Tax fit to be taken off, would not have 
thought the Land much more fit to be relieved? 
It becomes a Parliament, as much as it does a 

„ i 


Private Man, 70 take Counſel from Experience x 
and they have ſeen that the Remiſſion of the 
Salt Duty had no good Effect, however well 
intended. It gave 0 Eaſe, it obtained 10 
Thanks; the Remiſſion was neither felt in 
lowering the Price of Goods at Market, nor in 
raiſing the Value of Lands. Is it then incon- 
ſiſtent with the Honour of Parliament, to give 
Relief in che higheſt Inſtance poſſible? They do 
not revive the Salt Tax as it ſtood before it was 
repealed, accompanied with a Two Shilling Land 
Tax; but they revive it to abate One Shilling 
in the Pound on the Lands of England : And 
this will never be thought an Inconſiſtency; 
becauſe they would have done it even Two Years 
1115 as well as at this Time, had they then poſ- 
fled the ſame Opportunity. 


As far as I can collect from my Obſerva- 
tions on the Sentiments of thoſe who act in 
conſtant Oppoſition to the Miniſters, They think 
that the LANDED INTEREST ſhould never be 
eaſed, and that the diſtreſſed Freeholders ought to 
bear all the Burthens of this Country. It hath 
even been aſſerted, that a TEN SHILLING 
LAND Tax, as it would raiſe Five Millions An- 
nually, would, if it were laid in Lieu of all other 
Duties, be the moſt equal Rate of railing Money 
on the Subject. I will adviſe you, S, if ever 
the Author of this Propoſition happens to be 
truſted with 'the Finances, which at preſent is 
not indeed much to be feared, that you imme- 
diately ſell your Lands, if it be poſſible, at any 
Rate, rather than keep them; for you will by 
this Means Starve in the Poſſeſſion of a large 
Eſtate. If half your Land Aren to be Mort- 


gaged, 
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gaged, or ſubje& ro Jointures and Annuities z 
if the other half goes in a Land Tax ; and if 
your Farms be lett upon Long Leaſes, as it very 
often happens, ſo that you cannot raiſe your 
Rents ; for God's Sake, Sir, what will you 
have left to live on ? What muſt buy you and 
your Children Bread? All the Country Gentle- 
men of (mall Eſtates, and I fear, not a few with 
large ones, muſt go to Court, as they do in 
other Countries, and implore the Mercy of the 
King to take their Eſtates into his own Hands. 
None but Money d Men can thrive under ſuch 
Meaſures; for their Properties pay no Taxes; 
yet even They mult Starve: For, Sir, when once 
this TEN SHILLING Land Tax ſhall 
make the Gentlemen and the Farmers run away 
from- their Lands and their Houſes, as if they 
were viſited with a Plague, who muſt be left 
to raiſe the Corn for our Bread, to feed the Cattle 
for our Food, or ſhear their Moo for our 
Cloaths ? . 


I have heard it objected to this Abatement 
of the Land Tax, That we ſhould never abate 
a Tax which Gentlemen deſire to bear, But 
who told the Objectors, that the Gentlemen and 
Freeholders of this Country ever deſired to bear 
the Land Tax? Can any Argument of this kind 
be drawn from the Diſpoſition of thoſe who 
oppoſe it in Parliament? Suppoſe that there 
ſhould be One Hundred and Fifty Members of 
the Houſe of Commons willing to bear One Shil- 

ling in the Pound on their Lands, rather than 

have a Salt Tax; what can we infer from hence, 

but that Men of large Eſtates, from Two and 

Three to Ten Thouſand Pounds per Aunum, can 
2 . 
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eaſily afford to gratify any Opinion or Humour? 
But will this prove, that Gentlemen of Eſtates 
under One Thouſand Pounds per Annum, do not 
greatly want and deſire an Abatement of the 
Land Tax? Men of great Properties do not feel 
the Weight and Grievance of Taxes; nor did 
Jever hear the Propoſition of a TEN SKILLING 
Rate on the Lands, but from a PERSON who va 
lued himſelf for having NixE Trovusanps per 
Amun. Sy | 


Another admirable Argument againſt eaſing 

You the Freeholders of this Kingdom, is, that 

the lighter your Taxes are, the greater Danger you 

are in: That eaſy, imperceptible Taxes are the 

worſt of all Taxes, becauſe the People are not ſuf= 

feciently alarmed at them, and unealy under them. 

A very hopeful Scheme, in truth; that the poor 

People of this Country muſt be taxed in the 

moſt grievous manner, and loaded with Oppreſ- 

ſions, that they may be always. murmuring at 

the common Charge, and more unable to bear 

it. One would think, that our modern Patriots, 

like our ancient Princes, inſtead of thinking 
themſelves made for the People, imagine that the 

People are made purely for them; and thar there 

is no publick Virtue in the Kingdom, whilſt 

there is any publick Happineſs or Satisfaction 
remaining. But J hope that we ſhall always 

chuſe for our Managers, thofe who would make 

us a happy, and not a diſcontented People: Thote, 

| whoſe Intereſt it is 70 eaſe our Burthens, and not 
| to lay intolerable Loads upon us. It is a dread- 
ful Caſe indeed, when ſome Men think the Con- 
| ſtitution would be in Danger from eaſy, inper- 
| ceptible Taxes ; and are againſt all Relief to the 
5 H 2 People, 


—_ 
People, becauſe it produces Good-will to the 
Adminiſtration. 


A mighty Objection to the Salt Tax, is the 
Number of Officers added to the Revenue, whoſe 
Influence may add to the Power of the Crown. 
Why, Sir, it is a ſpecial Mercy, and I hope 
Providence will long continue it to us, that the 
Crown hath any Power; whilſt thoſe who are 
for diveſting it of all Strength, would tax our 
Lands at TEN SHILLINGS in the Pound, and 
make us pay the moſt grievous Taxes, becauſe we 
do not ſufficiently feel thoſe which we are already 
charged with. I have, Sir, ſeen a Four Shilling Land 
Tax and a Salt Office both ſubſiſting together 
the Liberties of the People were in no Danger 
from them, and will nor, I truſt, be affected by 
Six Hundred Officers at any time. No Perſon iz 
the Adminiſtration ever thought of a TEN 
SHILLING Land Tax; and if he ſhould, I 
believe he mult raiſe Sixty Thouſand Men in Arms 
to collect it. At preſent I hope the Number of 
Officers will be judged no more than are neceſ- 
ſary for the Management, nor any ways grie- 
vous to the People, eſpecially ſince they are an 
Eaſe to the Taxes of thoſe Countries, where 
they pay all the Proportions of Charge to the 
Community; and by being employed in the 
Revenue, are many of them, eſpecially the noſt 
numerous and loweſi Sort of them, preſerved 
from falling to the Care of their Pariſhes, 


To ſcatter Terrors on this Occaſion, much 
Declamation hath been made uſe of againſt a 
general Exciſe; as if the neceſſary Funds to be 
provided in Eaſe of the Land Tax, muſt _ 

| uce 
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duce a general Exciſe. This the Craft ſinan hath 
raved at in Print, and his Patrons have not 
bluſhed to do it in Places, where ſuch Fallacies 
were not altogether ſo becomingly introduced. 
Every one knows, that thoſe Taxes which pub- 
lick Neceſſity hath laid upon the Importation of 
Commodities, hath been the moſt grievous Bur- 
then of the Britiſh Commerce. All Home Con- 
ſumption ought to be taxed; but the Produce 
of our Colonies brought hither hath a vaſt Diſ- 
advantage in paying Duty upon being landed, 
and receiving Drawbacks on being exported. - 
All Goods imported are more or lels ſubject to 
this Grievance : And all Duties paid the Govern- 
ment on Importation, coft the Government Tex 
per Cent. for prompt Paymenr. In many Ca- 
ſes, if the Commodity be enter'd for Re-expor- 
tation, within a certain Time, the Factor claims - 
a Drawback of the entire Duty; and thus the 
Premium which was allowed bim on prompt 
Payment, is abſolutely and entirely loſt to the 
Publick : By which the Nation, as the Cuſtoms 
now ſtand, actually Losks Ten per Cent. on 
divers Branches of our Commerce. Beſides, the 
Charges of Commiſſion, c. to the Planters 
and Merchants of our Colonies, which they 
muſt allow their Factors here for the Tranſacti- 
on of their Buſineſs at the Cufom- Houſe, are a 
great Load upon their Trade. 


Other Inconveniences ariſe from the Duties 
being paid on Importation, and Drawbacks al- 
lowed on exporting them again. Numberleſs 
Frauds are committed. The clandeſtine Run- 
ning of Goods is greatly encouraged by this 
Method; which if changed, the People might 
be conſiderably eaſed, as well at Home as in our 


Colo» 
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Colonies Abroad. Who then will be the Suf- 
ferer, or who. will have Cauſe to complain a- 
gainſt reaſonable Methods for improving the 
Revenue, and eaſing the People, by turning the 
moſt burthenſome of the Cuſtoms on Importa- 
tion, into Exciſes upon Home Conſumption? 
Our Liberties can be in no Danger from ſuch 
Exciſes: They may be as ſafe in this Kingdoms 

ame 


as in the Republick of Holland, under the 


Regulations: And none will be affected by this 
Alteration, but thoſe little, mercenary Facrons, 
who from the Luft of Lucre would have theſe 
Cuſtoms continued, againſt the Intereſt of Trade, 
againſt the Eaſe of the People, merely that they 
may have the private Advantage of Premiums 
on Prompt Payment, and Commiſſions for tranſ- 
acting Buſineſs at the Cuſtom- Houſo. But this I 
am perſuaded will have ſo little Weight with 
the People of England, againſt their general Ad- 


vantage, that I rather believe they will deſpiſe 


the Clamours, and reject the Perſons of thoſe who 
oppoſe a common Good from any fuch ſordid 
Motives; eſpecially where there is not the leaſt 
Thought of any general Exciſe, nor any Ten- 


dency to it, nor any Increaſe of Officers propo- 


ſed, that may endanger the Liberties of the 
People. 15 oe | 


But then it is loudly objected, that theſe 
Improvements of the Revenue would increaſe 
the Civil Liff Funds to an enormous degree. It 
hath been ixvidiouſiy ſaid, that the RING hath 
already more than Eight Hunared Thouſand 
Pounds per Annum; that he hath had the Af- 
ſiſtance of Parliament for the Sum of One 
Hundred and Fifteen Thouſand Pounds on ac- 
count of Deficiencies. To this the Honourable 

pans Sas Perſon 


3 
Perſon in the Adminiſtration reply'd, and, I 
think, without the Poſſibility of any Return, If 
ce the Land Tax were to be eaſed in future 
« Years, by Improvements of the Cuſtoms, 
« how was it poſſible that the Civil Lift could 
„have any Benefit from hence, ſince the Sur- 
<« plufſes above the preſent Produce muſt be 
applied in Eaſe of the Land; and He affirm- 
& ed, that if the State of the Civil Lift Re- 
c venue ſhould be examined, it would be far 
from appearing in any formidable Light; in- 
« ſomuch that if that very Sum of One Hun- 

c dred and Fifteen Thouſand Pounds, which was 
„ fo invidiouſly taken Notice of, ſhould be 
ce added to the Produce of the Civil Lift Re- 
&« venue for the laſt Four Years, it would not 
« make the King's Revenue amount in thoſe 
« Years to Eight Hundred Thouſand Pounds per 
& Annum. So far then was this Revenue from 
& being grievouſly exorbitant, that the King 
« did not receive that Sum which the Parlia- 


% ment it ſelf had engaged to compleat in his 
« Fayour. 


I have now, Sir, laid the whole State of 
this tedious Controverſy before you. It now 
appears to you, what Eaſe this Abatement of 
the Land Tax will. prove to Yourſelf, and to 
| all the Freeholders in the Kingdom; you ſee 
how determined the Adminiſtration have been 
to procure it for you; how much Oppoſition 
they have choſen to encounter, that they might 
obtain this Indulgence to the Landed Intereſt; 
as alſo how different 'a Spirit breathes in them, 
and in their Adverſaries. The MinisTz=Rs, Sr, 
are ſollicitous that you ſhouid be charged with 
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no more they Ovr SHILLANG/ in the Pound; 
their Adverſaries have propoſed to load 8 
with a TEN SHILLING Land Tax. The MixI- 
STERS are for railing the neceſary. Taxes in the 
molt. equal, eaſy, and imperceptible Manner; 
their Adverſaries are for raiſing Taxes | 
| in the worſt and molt oppreſſive Fer that” — 
* may moſt alarm you, and make you moſt aneaſy. 
The MixisrEns are for extending the Bleſſings 
of Peace to your Lands, in abating the Taxes; 
which you were obliged to pay whilſt our 
Tranquillity was uncertain - buy precarious : 
Their Adverſaries are for loading you with all 
thoſe! Charges in Times of eſtabliſhed Peace, 
which only could be neceſſary. under the Ap- 
prchenſions of War. The Mixis TE Rs had 
2 54 rather diſtribute” the Charge of ſupporting the 
Publick, and diffuſe the Expence on many Mil- 
Ve Lans of People, that, you the Land Owners may 
no more than your juſt Proportion: Their 
©  Adverſarieshad rather —— the whole Charge 
to Three or Four Hundred Thouſand Men, that 
vou may be oppreſſed, not only with your ows 
ee but with thoſe of many Millions of 
your Fellow · Subjects. This is the Diſpoſition 
of each Side towards you; and what Return 
veither of them deſerve from you, though not 
ſ o fit for me to preſeribe, will be moſt 8 15 
3 ae ee bar ine Moen 
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